WHAT IS JDAI?
The Juvenile Detention Alternatives
Initiative (JDAI) was launched in 1992
by the Annie E. Casey Foundation. The
purpose of JDAI is to demonstrate that
jurisdictions can establish more effective
and efficient systems to accomplish the
purposes of juvenile detention without
jeopardizing community safety. JDAI is
a process, not a conventional program,
with a goal to make sure that locked
detention is used only when necessary.
In pursuing that goal, JDAI restructures
the surrounding systems to create
improvements that reach far beyond
detention alone. JDAI is built on eight
core strategies:













Collaborating between juvenile
justice agencies, governmental
entities, and community
organizations
Using rigorous data collection and
analysis to guide decision making
Utilizing objective admissions
criteria and risk-assessment
instruments
Implementing new or expanded
alternatives to detention programs
Instituting case processing reforms
to expedite the flow of cases
through the system
Reducing the number of youth in
detention
Combatting racial and ethnic
disparities
Monitoring and improving
conditions of confinement in
detention facilities
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