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STALKING*

Stalking is serious, often violent, and can
escalate over time.

Annually 3.4 million people over the age of
eighteen are stalked in the United States. A
stalker can be an unknown person, an
acquaintance or a current or former intimate
partner. Three in four stalking victims are
stalked by someone they know; forty-six
percent of stalking victims experience at least
one unwanted contact per week. Stalking is
a crime under the laws of fifty states, the
District of Columbia, the U.S. Territories, and
the federal government.

Stalking is unpredictable and dangerous. No
two stalking situations are alike. There are no
guarantees that what works for one victim will
work for another, yet you can take steps to
increase your safety. Remember, you are not

to blame for a stalkeroés

*The National Center for Victims of Crime, Stalking
Resource Center,
Www.ncvc.org/src

WHAT ARE THE LAWS ON STALKING IN
MISSISSIPPI?

MISSISSIPPI CODE ANNOTATED
§97-3-107(1) provides that "any person who
purposefully engages in a course of conduct
directed at a specific person, or who makes a
credible threat, and who knows or should know
that the conduct would cause a reasonable

person to fear for his or her own safety, to fear
for the safety of another person, or to fear
damage or destruction of his or her property" is
guilty of stalking (misdemeanor).

MISSISSIPPI CODE ANNOTATED
§97-3-107(2) provides that a person is guilty of
aggravated stalking (felony) if the person
commits stalking and one of the following
circumstances exists:

e the stalker used or displayed a deadly
weapon while committing an act of stalking;

e the stalker has been convicted of stalking
within the past seven years; or

e the stalker is an individual required to be on
the sex offender registry and the victim is
under the age of 18.

MISSISSIPPI CODE
ANNOTATED 897-45-15
pFO\'/ides that a person is guilty
of cyberstalking (felony) if the
person uses electronic mail or
other electronic communication
to threaten, terrify or harass. It
is also a crime under this statute to knowingly
permit someone else to use your electronic
communication device to threaten, terrify or

harass.



WHAT TYPES OF BEHAVIORS DO
STALKERS USE?

A stalker may exhibit one or more of the following

behaviors:

e foll ow the vi
household members;

e send gifts or presents;

¢ make telephone calls or send threatening mail,
text messages or emails (use of electronic
means to make direct or implied threats may
also constitute cyberstalking);

e drive by or park
or other place familiar to the victim;

e cause damage to property - perhaps by
vandalizing a car, harming a pet or breaking
windows in the victi

e deflate the victimbs

¢ have third parties deliver messages or
packages; or

e break i
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WHAT CAN | DO TO MINIMIZE MY
CHANCES OF BECOMING A VICTIM OF

STALKING?

While there are no guarantees you will not
become the victim of a stalker, the following
suggestions may make you less vulnerable.

Maintain__your _privacy. Never give personal

information to anyone in places where the information
can be overheard. Remove your phone number and
Social Security number from as many items as
possible. Do not post personal information on social
networking sites. (MySpace, Facebook, etc.)

Vary your_routine. By altering your schedule or

taking different routes home, to work, etc., you may
make it more difficult for a potential stalker to follow
or find you.

instincts.

Trust _your If you feel uneasy, or if

someonebs behavior makes

take action. Do not feel embarrassed or downplay

your fear.
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WHAT CAN | DO TO PROTECT MYSELF IF
| AM BEING STALKED?

The following tips and suggestions may help
keep you safer and may also help in the prose-
Eutiohiofybur stdliker. f ami |y or

Notify local law enforcement or campus security.

All stalking incidents should be reported to law en-
forcement and, if you are a student, to the university
P]oléce, fampus Tc,ecr:#gtys or ﬁcr&o%l ere,sour%efo?‘iclerc
Request that each incident be documented. Keep a
copy of the report from your local law enforcement
agﬁngynf% ¥our records. Make sure you know the
page; of the officer taking the report. Give law en-
forcement all written correspondence and report any
ph%ng rt#geallts. Document dates any correspon-
dence is received from the stalker. When possible,
show law enforcement a picture of the stalker.

Keep a journal. Write a description of each incident,
including time, date and place of each occurrence.
Obtain the names and addresses of witnesses.
Complete records are essential to the successful
prosecution of stalking cases.

Do not have contact with the stalker. If the stalker

calls, immediately hang up the phone. Do not talk to
the stalker. Screen your calls. Write down the time
and date the stalker calls. Keep recorded messages
and give them to law enforcement.

Save recordings on your answering machine or

on_your voicemail. This may prove to be valuable

evidence in the prosecution of your stalker. Contact
your local law enforcement agency for information on
how to preserve this type of evidence.

Save all emails and text messages. This informa-

tion also may be useful in prosecuting your offender.
ncomfortab

you feel u bl e,.
Do not delete emails or text messages. Print emails

and save them. Ask your local law enforcement

e

about the procedures for saving text messages or
cal l t he Oof f i t he
Crime Unit at 601-576-4281.
Keep all correspondence.

ce of

Make a copy of any-

thing you receive from the stalker. Touching materi-
als as little as possible will help preserve fingerprints.
Tell everyone. Give family, friends, co-workers and
neighbors a description of the stalker. Show them a
picture of the stalker. Ask them to document each
time they see the stalker. Be sure your friends and
family know where you are going to be and when.
Stay alert. Be aware of your surroundings and the
people and things around you.

Do not go out alone. You are in greater danger

when you are alone. If at all possible, leave work or
school with groups of people, and if you can, ask a
friend to follow you home to make sure you arrive
safely.

Change your routine. Vary routes of travel when

you come and go from work, home or school.

Park securely and in well-lit areas. Ask someone

to escort you to your car.

Be aware of vehicles following you. If you are

followed, drive to a police station, fire department or
busy shopping center and sound the horn to attract
attention.

Alert managers or security at your place of busi-

ness. Provide a picture or description of the stalker.
Complete a security check of your home to en-

sure it can be locked safely. Secure all doors and

windows in your home and vehicle.
Install security lights and/or alarm system at

your home.
cameras.

Install security systems that include

Maintain _an unlisted number. If Caller ID is avail-

able in your area, obtain the service for your phone.
While maintaining an unlisted number, keep your old

line, if possible, to use to collect messages from the

A tstalker floreeyidenGeeanceto setvé ® help Kegrbther

stalker from searching for the unlisted number.

Do not dismiss any threat, written or verbal. Call
t he
documentation.

pol i ce or sheriffos

Develop a safety plan for yourself and family

members in case of emergency. Decide on a safe

place to meet and someone to call if problems arise.
Carry a cell phone.

Get _personal security devices with alarms and
GPS.
Take a self defense class.

Get a Protection Order or Restraining Order. De-

pending on your relationship with the offender, you
may be eligible for a domestic violence protection
order. This is a civil court order that can help keep
the stalker away from you and from certain areas
near home,

your your

There is no cost for a protection order. In Missis-
sippi, protection orders can be granted by certain
courts to protect you from abuse, threats of abuse,
stalking, or sexual assault by a current or former
spouse, a current or former dating partner, someone
with whom you have a child, or a family or household
member who resides with you or who formerly re-
sided with you. Contact your local domestic violence
shelter to find out if you qualify for this kind of protec-
tion. If you do not qualify for a Protection Order, you
may still be eligible to obtain a Restraining Order
against your stalker at no cost.

If at any time you feel that your life is

in danger,
CALL 911 immediately!
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